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Lucy Larcom, then teaching in the Wheaton
Female Seminary, at Norton, Mass., was planning
a vacation excursion with friends to the Pemige-
wasset valley, and urged Mr. Whittier to join the
party. He wrote, under date of June 17, 1863:
" I want badly to go up to the hill country, for its

own sake, and if thee and ------ are there, that

constitutes another very decided inducement. I
am sure the trip would be pleasant and profitable to
thee, even if I cannot be with you. So if thee can
go, go it; ' if thou mayest be free, use it rather.'
With the best disposition in the world to visit the
Pemigewasset valley at this time, I fear I shall not
be able to do so. I must go, then, in imagination
only, and

"' Shut my eyes in the lowlands

To dream a dream of the hills,
The sweep of a host of mountains,
The flash of a hundred rills.'

I take it you are not expecting Stuart and his
rebel scaramouches at your school. Think what a
fluttering in your dovecote such a visit would occa-
sion ! I am half inclined to believe that the ras-
cals will reach Philadelphia; and amidst all my
anxieties and regrets, I cannot help smiling to
think of the drab-colored panic among the staid
and quiet people of that city ! "

Again he wrote, in 1863 : " God only knows
whether we really deserve success in this terrible
war. When I think of the rapacity of contractors
and office-holders, and of the brutal and ferocious
prejudice against the poor blacks, as evinced at
Detroit and at Port Royal, I almost despair, so